ANDY WHITE • NEW ALBUM ‘GARAGEBAND’ (MGM)

RELEASE DATE FEB 17 • FEBRUARY 07 TOUR
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Irishman Andy White has worked with the likes of Peter Gabriel and Tim Finn, been the A of ALT, won awards and critical acclaim for his albums, and toured the world with his acoustic guitar.

His new album Garageband (MGM) was recorded in Melbourne and Real World Studios by John Leckie, producer of 'The Bends' and 'Z' by My Morning Jacket.

Andy is launching the album on tour in Australia this February with his band The Garageband Philharmonic Orchestra.

The new album is panoramic, live and loud. A mix of world, rock and Irish music - all shot through with Andy's trademark lyrics.

Belfast boy Andy White is a rock’n’roll star in his own land. He has merged pop sensibility with lyrical excellence, social commentary and acoustic guitars ever since his debut single ‘Religious Persuasion’ and first album ‘Rave On Andy White’ in 1986, right up to and including his last album ‘Boy 40’ featuring ‘Tell Me Why’ and ‘The Fortune Teller’s Right’ in 2003.

Since ‘Rave On’, Andy has released 8 solo albums, two compilations and a live album. He has written classics such as ‘James Joyce’s Grave’ and ‘Street Scenes From My Heart’, won Ireland’s top songwriting award, lived in Ireland, Europe and currently Australia, and toured the world many times over.

They called him Belfast’s Bob Dylan when he started, but this album sounds more like U2 playing Velvet Underground songs at Womadelaide.

After co-writing collaborations with the likes of Peter Gabriel, Neil and Tim Finn, Kieran Kane, Christine Anu and Angela McCluskey, Andy approached a new solo album last summer with a sense of independence and freedom – determined to write it all himself.

Inspired by the immediacy of Apple's Garageband programme, Andy wrote a series of 14 songs in as many days. He took the songs and, after playing WOMAD UK, booked a session at Real World Studios, where Liam Bradley from Van Morrison’s band played drums, and virtuoso musician Radoslav Lorkovic from Iowa City played piano and hammond.

John Leckie, producer of Radiohead’s ‘The Bends’, ‘Stone Roses’, Muse, My Morning Jacket’s ‘Z’ amongst others, took charge. John is an old friend of Andy’s – they met at Real World in 1995.

Recording of Garageband was completed in Andy's new home town of Melbourne, with Simon Polinski engineering.

At the Melbourne sessions, Tony Floyd played Keith Moon’s drums, Monique Brumby took the lead vocals with Andy on ‘A Long Time Coming’ and ‘Waiting For Someone’, and was joined by Nichaud Fitzgibbon, Kylie Auldist and Kerri Simpson on backing vocals  throughout the album.

Garageband was mixed last March in Italy at Italian superstar Luciano Ligabue's studio in Correggio by John Leckie, with his trademark style and vision.

Launch dates are in February/March, with a full tour to follow later in the year.

http://www.andywhite.com
http://www.myspace.com/andywhitemyspace



