ANDY WHITE IRISH TOUR 2010

BELFAST, BLACK BOX, FRI 26 FEB

GALWAY, THE CRANE, SAT 27 FEB

DUBLIN WHELANS, SUN 28 FEB

BELFAST NO ALIBIS MON 1 MAR*

BOOK: 21st CENTURY TROUBADOUR (Lagan Press)

ALBUM: SONGWRITER (Floating World)

Belfast singer-songwriter Andy White follows up the release of his latest album Songwriter and the publication by Lagan Press of his ‘on the road’ journal, 21st Century Troubadour, with a short Irish tour.

Andy will be joined in performance by special guests including Rod McVey, Glenn Patterson, and his sisters, actresses Ali and Cathy White.

The Book

People are fascinated by the world of rock music, and 21st Century Troubadour was written in it’s hidden corners  — backstage areas, hotel rooms and airport departure lounges. You’ll meet depressive promoters, crazed club owners and diva superstars. There are lists, poems, and advice on topics such as how to how to avoid excess baggage fees, which hand signals to employ when driving in Italy, and what to do when you’re mistaken as one of U2.

Indeed you might not find out why Johnny Depp bought Andy a beer at Peter Gabriel’s place, but you’ll find a whole different world of glamour in Andy’s life as a modern-day folk singer.

Andy launched the book in Belfast with a pre-publication event. For an insight into the book, one need look no further than Pat Ramsey’s introduction:

“Andy’s book is not only immensely readable and funny, but one that is intensely honest. Not just about the successes or highs of the creative life but also about its lows and failures, and illustrates, or illuminates, the profound truths of the artistic life — that sometimes things are created as much out of ennui, boredom and frustration as out of insight and joy. For that alone, 21st Century Troubadour is a remarkable and some would say fearless book.

But more: in the creation of this book, Andy has lavished the attention of the craftsman to his prose. The change of a word, the rhythm of a sentence, the thoughtfulness that marks out a true writer. In determining to get the experience 'just so' he illustrates that his talent is not just that of a songwriter, but that of the artist everywhere — the determination to craft the medium to his meaning.

But that is all high falutin' stuff. It's a laugh out loud, funny book, free in spirit and a great read.”

The Album

Songwriter, Andy’s tenth studio album, was recorded live in the studio in Vancouver, Canada, with members of Po' Girl, the Be Good Tanyas, and Neko Case's band. It’s a new, rootsier musical direction for Andy, and reflects writing collaborations he has been working on for the past few years, with songs co-written with Canadians Allison Russell (Po' Girl) and Stephen Fearing, Australian writer Sean Sennett, and Scottish producer Stuart Crichton.

Reaction to the album has been positive:

How to hang on to the wide-eyed wonder of youth without getting stuck in the groove? Andy White seems to have perfected this art … Songwriter oozes messy storylines and insistent guitar chords that drill a hole into your subconscious … It's classic White terrain, a place where singalong-ability is to be celebrated rather than sneered at; and where guest vocals from Allison Russell chafe beautifully against Andy's Belfast-by-way-of-Melbourne curlicued diphthongs. A recession- beating slice of (wary) optimism.

Siobhan Long, IRISH TIMES

History

It’s been twenty years since Andy burst onto the UK music scene with his first single ‘Religious Persuasion’ — a slap in the face for bible-bashers everywhere — and debut album Rave On.

“Yer Man’s Brilliant!” proclaimed Melody Maker, and the singer the UK press called ‘Belfast’s Bob Dylan’ or  ‘Ireland’s Billy Bragg’ was born.

Since then, Andy has become very much his own man, and his lyric-driven acoustic rock, which owes as much to the Waterboys or David Gray as Dylan or Bragg, has become more engaging — and his social commentary more relevant — each year.

Andy was the ‘A’ in folk supertrio ALT along with Liam Ó Maonlaí and Tim Finn. He has co-written with the likes of both Neil and Tim Finn, Angela McCluskey and Kieran Kane. Lead track from Peter Gabriel’s latest album Big Blue Ball was ‘Whole Thing’, a co-write with Andy.

When not on tour, Andy is based in Melbourne, Australia.

Other Irish dates

*The appearance at No Alibis bookstore in Belfast is an ‘in conversation’ event with Andy talking to novelist, media pundit and old school friend Glenn Patterson.

For further information about the concerts or album please contact Madeleine Seiler:

Tel/Fax: + 353 1 260 2560 Mobile: + 353 87 247 5791

e-mail: madeleine@theheadlineagency.com
For further information about the book please contact Joanne Crockard :

Tel 07813 885778 e mail joanne@dcppr.co.uk
http://www.andywhite.com

http://www.21stcenturytroubadour.co.uk
