ANDY WHITE: 21st CENTURY TROUBADOUR
THE ALBUM OF THE BOOK

Originally from Belfast, now living in Australia, Andy continues to fill venues around the world with his winning personality and high energy stage performances.
Remarkably, his last solo studio album Songwriter marked another high in a long and outstanding career. But that’s not all. During the last year Andy has published his semi-autobiographical journal ‘21st Century Troubadour’ (Lagan Press) – an often hilarious account of life on the road – and toured throughout North America and Europe with his long term friend Stephen Fearing to support their duo album Fearing & White.

Andy returns to the UK early in the New Year to launch a brand-new release - what he describes as “the album of the book”, a double CD set also entitled 21st Century Troubadour (Floating World). 

Disc one is a compilation of Andy’s songs which feature in the pages of the book. On disc two, readings of selected passages from the book are set to music – plus there’s a new song, the protagonist’s theme tune, ‘21st Century Troubadour’.
Andy’s concerts will feature his sister, Irish actress Cathy White. Cathy trained at the Guildhall and has appeared in many British and Irish theatre companies, including the RSC, Abbey Theatre, and Rough Magic. Cathy was a long-time member of Andy’s band, and has sung with him on record ever since his first album ‘Rave on Andy White’.

I love this man and his music. Rave on!’ Janice Long, BBC Radio 2
‘Songwriter is on repeat in my car stereo - and if Andy never writes another song in his life - it doesn’t matter. ‘If You Want It’ is simply one of the best songs I’ve ever heard.’ Ivan Martin, Cool FM
‘This international treasure is a storyteller in the classical mould who weaves his words with gorgeous melodies and wry humour. Blisteringly romantic without being sentimental.’ The Stage
‘25 years after he began to stake his patch in the music world, the self-styled bard of Belfast not only shows no sign of slowing down, but he even has the effrontery to sound better than ever.’ Whisperin’ and Hollerin’

ANDY WHITE BIOGRAPHY
Andy White, one of the great Irish singer-songwriters, tours the world with his 12 string guitar in one hand and a book of poetry in the other. He has worked with the likes of Peter Gabriel and Tim Finn, been the A of ALT and won Ireland’s top songwriting awards.

Since his breakthrough single ‘Religious Persuasion’, Belfast-born Andy has produced ten internationally released studio albums plus a host of compilations and live recordings.

Belfast born Andy has merged pop sensibility with lyrical excellence, social commentary and acoustic guitars ever since his first album ‘Rave On Andy White’ (1986) burst onto the scene. Melody Maker reviewed his first album with the headline ‘Yer Man’s Brilliant!’ and Folk Roots made him a cover star.

Since then, Andy has worked with the great names of Irish music including Van Morrison and Mary Black. Sinead O’Connor and The Frames have guested on his recordings and Andy was included in the Irish HQ Rock Hall of Fame in 1998. Songs such as ‘James Joyce’s Grave’ and ‘Street Scenes From My Heart’ are regulars in ‘best of’ lists in Ireland. 
Socially aware in a way which comes naturally to someone who grew up in Belfast during the 70s and 80s, Andy’s work has always reflected his time and place. However, making this particular experience universal, his writing incorporates and transcends the boundaries of his native land.

In 1994 Andy was introduced to Australia by Tim Finn – Andy was one third of folk supertrio ALT along with Tim and his Dun Laoghaire flatmate Liam Ó Maonlaí. After recording and releasing their album ‘Altitude’ (1995) and promoting it worldwide, Andy returned to Australia to tour solo, signed to publisher Mushroom Music and wrote Cathy Freeman’s Sydney Olympics anthem ‘Coz I’m Free’ with Christine Anu in 1999 – performed at the Olympic Games opening ceremony the following year.

Back in Dublin, Andy released ‘Teenage’ in 1996, this album signalling a return to Cooking Vinyl who followed it up in 1998 with a ‘best of’ collection ‘Compilation’.

Soon after, WOMAD took Andy under their wing, releasing a live album ‘Speechless’ (2000) and booking Andy to appear at many WOMAD festivals around the world, from South Africa to Seattle. Their close relationship continues to this day.
In conjunction with the performance album, which featured both songs and poems, Belfast’s Lagan Press published a book of Andy’s lyrics and poems entitled ‘The Music of What Happens’ (1999). The book was launched at the Dublin Writer’s Festival by editor Robert McLiam Wilson.

In the meantime, Andy moved to mainland Europe and wrote and recorded an eponymous album in Switzerland. ‘Andy White’ was the first of Andy’s albums to be released by UK label Floating World in 2001.

Andy moved to Melbourne the following year, writing ‘Boy 40’ (2003) with pop producer Stuart Crichton, and The Church’s studio engineer Simon Polinski. ‘Garageband’ (2006) followed, mixed by Andy’s old friend, Radiohead/Muse producer John Leckie. Andy’s latest solo studio album is ‘Songwriter’ (2009), recorded in Vancouver and Real World Studios.

In the last couple of years, a priority for Andy has been to develop his long term friendship and writing collaboration with top flight Canadian singer songwriter Stephen Fearing – resulting in the album ‘Fearing & White (2011) and extensive touring work in Canada and Europe.
Belfast’s Lagan Press recently published ‘21st Century Troubadour’, Andy’s on-the-road journal, and in early 2013 an ‘album of the book’ is set for release, a two CD set featuring a compilation of songs featured in the book, and a series of readings set to music.
This year Andy’s second volume of poetry ‘Stolen Moments’ was published by Brisbane publisher Another Lost Shark Press.

The world of Andy White is peripatetic, intuitive, above all – never uneventful!
Catch up with Andy’s world online via his website:

http://www.andywhite.com
Facebook fan site:

http://www.facebook.com/andywhiteireland

Youtube channel:

http://www.youtube.com/andywhitevideo

Twitter feed:

http://www.twitter.com/andywhitetweet

Up to date tour information:

http://artistdata.sonicbids.com/andy-white/shows
For media enquiries and communication: 
rose@andywhite.com
ANDY WHITE DISCOGRAPHY

1985 – Religious Persuasion EP (Stiff)
1986 – Rave On Andy White (London) 
1988 – Kiss The Big Stone (London)
1990 – Himself (Cooking Vinyl)
1992 – Out There (Warners Ireland)
1994 – Destination Beautiful (Warners Ireland/Cooking Vinyl)
1996 – Teenage (Cooking Vinyl)
1998 – Compilation (Cooking Vinyl)
1999 – Speechless (Real World)
2000 – Andy White (Floating World)
2001 – Rare (ALT Recordings)
2003 – Boy 40 (Floating World)
2006 – Garageband (Floating World/Wildflower)
2009 – Songwriter (Floating World)
2013 – 21st Century Troubadour (Floating World)


as ALT

1995 – Altitude (Parlophone)
1995 – Bootleg (ALT Recordings)


as FEARING & WHITE

2011 – Fearing & White (LowdenProud)

ANDY WHITE BIBLIOGRAPHY

1999 – The Music Of What Happens (Lagan Press)
2006 – The New North’ 14 poems in major NI poetry anthology along with 
  Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley (Wake Forest Press)
2009 – 21st Century Troubadour (Lagan Press) 
2012 – Stolen Moments (Another Lost Shark Press)

